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insults; but Takumi no Kami affected to ignore
all this, and submitted himself patiently to
Kotsuke no Suke's orders.

This conduct, so far from producing a good
effect, only made Kotsuke no Suke despise him
the more, until at last he said haughtily: "Here,
my Lord of Takumi, the ribbon of my sock has
come untied; be so good as to tie it up for me."

Takumi no Kami, although burning with rage
at the affront, still thought that as he was on duty
he was bound to obey, and tied up the ribbon of
the sock. Then Kotsuke no Suke, turning from
him, petulantly exclaimed: "Why, how clumsy
you are! You cannot so much as tie up the ribbon
of a sock properly! Anyone can see that you are
a boor from the country, and know nothing of
the manners of Yedo." And with a scornful laugh
fee moved towards an inner room.

But the patience of Takumi no Kami was ex-
hausted ; this last insult was more than he could
bear.

"Stop a moment, my lord," cried he.

"Well, what is it?" replied the other. And,
as he turned round, Takumi no Kami drew his
dirk, and aimed a blow at his head; but Kotsuke
no Suke, being protected by the Court cap whick
he wore, the wound was but a scratch, so he ran
away; and Takumi no Kami, pursuing him, tried
a second time to cut him down, but missing his
aim, struck his dirk into a pillar. At this moment